Lost tribe? Awareness of oral and maxillofacial surgery (OMFS) among the general public.
OMFS has important links with other disciplines in medicine and dentistry. Therefore it is important that people are aware of this speciality. A study was devised to determine the awareness of OMFS among the general public and to improve their understanding. A questionnaire was distributed among the participants attending a dental practice. 100 participated and the mean age was 42.5 years. Only 17% were aware of OMFS. 96% recognised the duty of OMFS practitioner while 74% did agree dual qualification was necessary. 68% identified hospital as the main place of work and 61% thought that the training was 5-6 years long. This study confirms that awareness of OMFS among general public remains low and much needs to be done to improve it.